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Dedicated in 2001 by President Jimmy Carter, the Lillian Carter Center for Global Health & 
Social Responsibility (formerly the Lillian Carter Center for International Nursing) focuses on 
improving the health of vulnerable people worldwide through nursing education, research, 
practice, and policy. The guiding philosophy of the Lillian Carter Center is reflective of the 
work of Miss Lillian Gordy Carter—President Carter’s mother—who was a nurse and social 
activist dedicated to addressing health issues faced by underserved populations. 

The 10-year anniversary is a time to commemorate the Lillian Carter Center’s dedication 
to nursing, global health, and social responsibility. 

History and Mission of the Lillian Carter Center 

Have a smartphone? You can use it to scan QR codes throughout this report. 
These QR codes will take you to compelling multimedia content on our 
website. Download a QR scanner from your smartphone’s applications.  
Most scanners are free.  
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When I became dean of the nursing 
school, I was struck by the Lillian 
Carter Center’s many programs that 
allowed faculty and students to go 
beyond traditional clinical settings 
to provide care to the poorest of 
the poor. Emory nurses provide care 
everywhere—health clinics, homeless 
shelters, farms in Georgia, and 
developing countries across the globe—
all because of the values instilled in 
them through the Lillian Carter Center.

 The Center’s namesake—Miss 
Lillian  Carter (1898-1983)—was known 
for her work as a public health nurse 
and change agent for social justice and 

health care. The Lillian Carter Center has stayed true to Miss Lillian’s vision 
for care and her legacy continues to inspire scores of Emory nurses to care 
for those who need it most.

The need for nursing care for vulnerable populations has never been 
greater. The last decade has been plagued by a perfect storm of a weak 
economy, increased levels of poverty, environmental disasters that have 
devastated communities, emerging epidemics such as HIV, and decreased 
access to health care for millions of people around the world. As the world 
has changed, the Lillian Carter Center has adapted its programs to meet the 
health care needs of the community—both locally and globally.

 This report highlights the breadth of the Center’s efforts to transform 
health and healing through nursing education, service, research, and policy. 
It has been a remarkable decade, but I still believe that with your support, 
even greater achievements are still to come.
 
Sincerely,

 

Linda A. McCauley PhD RN FAAN FAAOHN
Dean and Professor
Emory University
Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing

Dean’s Message 
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Scan this code to learn more 

about the nursing school’s 

service-learning initiatives.

Nursing students are drawn to Emory 
because of its emphasis on service-
learning, a teaching method that 
incorporates community service into  
the curriculum. Service-learning is a 
thread that touches every course, every 
student, every faculty member, and every 
patient Emory nurses care for today and in 
the future. 

From the Dominican Republic and the 
Bahamas to Georgia and West Virginia, 
the Lillian Carter Center has coordinated 
service-learning initiatives at home and 
across the world. 

Providing nursing care to vulnerable 
populations adds a transformational 
element to nurse training that cannot 
be replicated in a classroom. Emory 
nursing students say these service-learning 
activities are a life-changing experience that 
transforms the way they practice nursing.

Serving While Learning 
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Providing nursing care to vulnerable populations 
adds a transformational element to nurse training 
that cannot be replicated in a classroom.
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Training the Next Generation 
of Global Health Care Leaders 

When Brandon Johnson 12N 14MN left the 
Peace Corps after a tour of duty in South  
Africa, he knew he wasn’t done serving others.  
The computer scientist longed for a career where 
he could make a difference in the lives of others, 
so he chose to become a nurse and searched for  
a school that could provide him with a foundation 
in civic leadership. 
      “When I compared Emory to other schools, 
the defining characteristic and deciding factor 
was the emphasis on social responsibility,” said 
Johnson. “Emory made sense. My goals were 
compatible with the school’s and its reputation  
is outstanding.”
      Johnson is able to pursue his dream of 
becoming a family nurse-midwife because  
of the generous support from the Helene Fuld 
Health Trust. He is one of the recipients of the 
Fuld Fellowship, which provides full-tuition 
scholarships for second-career students with  
a desire to serve vulnerable populations. 
     Since the Fuld Fellowship was established in 
2002 with a $5 million grant, the Lillian Carter 
Center has supported more than 35 nursing 
students who are committed to touching the lives 
of those most in need. The Fuld Fellowship helps 
the Lillian Carter Center teach students that 
nursing is about more than health care—it’s about 
doing good and serving others.
     Because of the generosity of the Helene Fuld 
Health Trust, the Lillian Carter Center is able 
to provide scholarship support to select Emory 
nursing students who are interested in  attaining  
a nursing education focused on social responsibility.
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“When I compared 
Emory to other 
schools, the defining 
characteristic and 
deciding factor was  
the emphasis on  
social responsibility.” 
  - Brandon Johnson, Fuld Fellow
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Making a Difference in Georgia

Caring for children
Georgia has one of the highest rates 
of uninsured children in the U.S., so 
the Lillian Carter Center has created 
innovative outreach programs to 
support their needs. Emory nursing 
students and faculty provide care to 
children in Atlanta Public Schools, 
community health clinics, and churches. 

Meeting the needs of the elderly 
Nurses are critical to meeting the 
growing health care needs of Georgia’s 
aging population. Emory nursing 
faculty and students conduct home-
based clinical appointments in senior 
living facilities across Atlanta, where 
they assist older adult residents in 
the creation of a Personal Health 
Record and learn the nuances of 
geriatric assessment in this monthlong 
experience. This experience is made 
possible through partnerships with the 
Atlanta Housing Authority and Wesley 
Woods Senior Living housing.

Giving hope to the homeless
Chronic homelessness is a serious issue 
in Atlanta and this population is faced 
with severe health issues. With the 
guidance of dedicated faculty, Emory 
nursing students provide holistic 
care to homeless persons at Atlanta’s 

The Lillian Carter Center collaborates with more than three dozen partners in 
Georgia. Our students have provided compassionate care to patients from all walks of 
life: youth, elderly, refugees, farm workers, the homeless, and the uninsured. For many 
of these people, the care provided by nursing faculty and students may be the only health 
care treatment they receive each year. 
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largest shelters including the Gateway 
Center, Cafe 458, City of  Refuge, and 
Samaritan House. 

Treating refugees and their families
Thousands of refugees resettle in  
the Atlanta metro region from Bosnia, 
Somalia, Liberia, Vietnam, and other 
countries each year. Emory nursing 
students provide health care to 
refugees and their children who have 
been devastated by the mental and 
physical effects of civil wars and human 
suffering. The Lillian Carter Center 
partners with The Fugees Family, the 
Global Village School, the International 
School, and the Clarkston Community 
Center to care for refugees in Atlanta. 

Serving Georgia’s farm workers
There are more than 100,000 migrant 
and seasonal farm workers in Georgia. 
These workers face more complex 
health issues than the general 
population because of the physical 
demands of their jobs, pesticide 
exposure, poor access to health care 
services, and substandard housing 
conditions. Each summer, Emory 
nursing students travel to Moultrie, 
Georgia to provide health care services 
to migrant farm workers and their 
families. The nursing volunteers 
examine children by day and set up 
mobile clinics to treat adult farm 
workers in the evening. By collaborating 
with the Ellenton Clinic, this unique 
program treats nearly 1,000 people 
each year.
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“No woman should die 
giving birth knowing 
what we know today. 
We’re confident that 
our model can help 
transform the way  
women and newborns 
receive essential care.” 
- Lynn Sibley PhD, RN, FAAN, FACNM
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Increasing Maternal and 
Newborn Survival in Ethiopia
In Ethiopia, 22,000 women and 100,000 newborns  
die annually from complications of childbirth.  
An innovative project—led by researchers from the Lillian 
Carter Center—is strengthening community-based health 
systems to ensure that all women and newborns receive 
effective maternal and newborn care services in Ethiopia.

The project, called the Maternal and Newborn Health 
in Ethiopia Partnership (MaNHEP), integrates training 
with quality improvement activities to build systems  
for the delivery of maternal and newborn health care.

“No woman should die giving birth knowing what 
we know today. We’re confident that our model can 
help transform the way women and newborns receive 
essential care,” said Lynn Sibley, a researcher at the  
Lillian Carter Center.

Working in rural Amhara and Oromiya Regions, 
MaNHEP trains frontline health workers, such as 
traditional birth attendants, in a basic package of life-
saving maternal and newborn care that can significantly 
improve survival. Pregnant women are also taught to 
recognize the signs of pregnancy and labor complications.

Emebet Bedede, a 19-year-old mother who lives in 
rural Oromiya, credits the knowledge she gained through 
MaNHEP for enabling her to recognize the danger signs 
of prolonged labor. As such a complication can result in 
death, Bedede acted quickly and called MaNHEP-trained 
frontline health workers who referred her to the local 
health post for care. Bedede was later diagnosed with 
a congested pelvis and delivered a healthy boy through 
Caesarean section.

“Without this knowledge,” she said. “I would have been 
one of those who died of labor complications.”

MaNHEP is funded by a grant from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

Scan this code to hear Dr. Lynn 

Sibley explain how she’s working 

to improve maternal and newborn 

survival in ethiopia.
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Improving the Health Workforce 
on a Global Scale 

The global nursing shortage is leading to understaffed 
hospitals and shuttered health clinics across the world. 
Because of this dangerous shortage, patients are left 
without the critical care they need for survival. This 
shortage is particularly acute in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
which has nearly 25 percent of the world’s disease 
burden, but only 3 percent of the world’s health  
care workforce.  

Researchers from the Lillian Carter Center for Global 
Health & Social Responsibility are working with nurse 
leaders in Africa to assist countries in addressing their 
health care provider shortage. 

In collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Georgia Tech Research Institute, the 
Task Force for Global Health, and the Ministries of 
Health in Kenya and Zimbabwe, Lillian Carter Center 
researchers have developed a computerized system— 
the Human Resources Information System (HRIS)—that 
provides data on nurses and other health care providers 
with the ultimate goal of using the data to develop sound 
interventions for transforming the shrinking nursing 
workforce into a highly effective and efficient workforce. 

“With readily available and accurate data, health 
managers are better able to train, deploy and manage 
their workforce to combat emerging epidemics like  
HIV/AIDS, improve maternal health and child survival, 
and provide health care for the population,” says Martha 
Rogers, MD, Director of the Lillian Carter Center and 
principal investigator for the project.

The HRIS initative has been recognized for its 
innovative approach to improving health care in 
developing countries. In February 2011, HRIS was one of 
six programs in the world to receive the Best Global Case 
Study Award in the World Health Organization’s Global 
Forum on Human Resources for Health competition. 
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“With readily available and accurate data, 
health managers are better able to train, 
deploy, and manage their workforce to 
combat emerging epidemics like HIV/AIDS.”             
                                                      -Martha Rogers, MD
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Advancing Nursing Worldwide: 
Three Global Chief Nursing Conferences
On October 21, 2001 an historic event was held at the Lillian Carter Center for 
Global Health & Social Responsibility: the inaugural Global Chief Nursing 
Conference. Chief nursing 
officers, chief medical officers, 
and human resources experts 
descended on Emory’s campus 
from around the world to 
discuss issues plaguing the 
nursing workforce and health 
care delivery. Because of the 
overwhelming success of the 
conference in 2001, it was held 
twice more in 2004 and 2006. 
Attendance grew by 50 percent 
each year, and by the last 
conference there were  
190 participants representing 
107 countries. Experts gathered 
to discuss topics ranging from 
sustaining the nursing workforce, 
emerging biological threats, and the global shortage of health workers. Together, they 
developed novel techniques which fortified the nursing industry and were implemented 
around the globe.

Attendance grew by 50% each year, and 
by the last conference there were 190 
participants representing 107 countries. 
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Canada 
United States 
Mexico 
Guatemala 
el Salvador 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Costa rica 
panama 
Jamaica 
Bahamas 
Bermuda 
turks & Caicos 
Dominican 
republic 
British Virgin 
Islands 
St. Kitts 
anguila 
antigua & 
Barbuda 
Dominica 
St. Lucia 

Barbados 
St. Vincent 
Grenada 
trinidad & 
tobago 
Colombia 
Venezuela 
Guyana 
Suriname 
Brazil 
Bolivia 
peru 
paraguay 
Uruguay 
argentina 
Chile 
Cook Islands 
Scotland 
Northern 
Ireland 
england 
Finland 
Netherlands 

Germany 
Latvia 
Switzerland 
Spain 
Moldova
romania 
Serbia 
Kosovo 
Macedonia 
Malta 
tunisia 
Senegal 
Gambia 
Sierra Leone 
Liberia 
Burkina Faso 
Ghana 
Nigeria 
Cameroon 
Chad 
Namibia 
Botswana 
Lesotho 

Swaziland 
Zimbabwe 
Zambia 
Malawi 
Madagascar 
Seychelles 
tanzania 
Uganda 
Kenya 
ethiopia 
Yemen 
Saudi arabia 
Bahrain 
Israel 
palestine 
Lebanon 
Cyprus 
armenia 
Georgia 
Kazakhastan 
Kyrgyzstan 
tajikistan 
pakistan 

Nepal 
China 
Mongolia 
Bhutan 
Bangladesh 
Sri Lanka 
thailand 
Vietnam 
Cambodia 
Malaysia 
Indonesia 
philippines 
Micronesia 
Solomon 
Islands 
Fiji 
tuvalu 
tonga 
Samoa 
Niue Island

Conference Participant Countries
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The Last Decade: By the Numbers 

Each winter, more than   

30 faculty and 
students travel to 
the Dominican Republic, 
the Bahamas, and 
Jamaica through the 
Alternative Winter 
Break Program to offer 
nursing care to vulnernable 
populations and conduct 
critical research.

On average, each 
student participates in    

the Lillian Carter Center for Global 
Health & Social responsibility  
has engaged in educational and 
research programs in more than 

107 countries since 2001.

The number of hours 
Emory nursing students 
logged in service-learning 
hours in FY2011.

14,172

of community care  
each year.
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Emory nursing 
students have 
treated more 

than 15,000 
farm workers 
and their families 

through the Farm 

Worker Family 

Health Program in 

Moultrie, Georgia 

since 1994.

The center received an $8.1 million 
grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation to develop innovative 
programs to improve maternal and 
newborn survival in Ethiopia. At the 

time, it was the largest gift ever made to 

Emory’s School of Nursing.

$40,000
the amount of money raised 
for service-learning by selling 
the award-winning book,  
NURSE: A World of Care.
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“Nurses are playing a critical role in 
much of the big debates about the 
future of the our country. Some of 
the most effective voices are coming 
from nurses.” - Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
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Celebrating a Decade of Impact
 
Improving maternal and newborn survival rates in 
developing countries, enhancing the health care workforces 
in African countries through innovative information 
systems, and serving the most vulnerable patients around 
the world are just a few of the milestones celebrated during 
the 10th anniversary of the Lillian Carter Center  
in November 2011.

During the weeklong celebration, faculty, students, 
and alumni gathered on Emory’s campus for special 
events, including International Scholar’s Day, a global 
nursing photography contest, and “The Lillian” event with 
presentations from the school’s community partners.

The anniversary celebration ended with a keynote 
presentation from world renowned environmentalist Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr.—the son of the late Senator Robert F. Kennedy—
who had a special connection to the center’s namesake.  As a 
Harvard University student, Kennedy traveled to Plains, Georgia 
to meet with Miss Lillian Carter to lobby for a U.S. government 
intervention to stop the execution of his roommate’s father, the 
deposed president of Pakistan. He recalled Miss Lillian’s gracious 
nature and her strong interest in global affairs.

“Lillian Carter was very kind to me that day, and I am 
personally happy to be at an institution that bears her name,” 
said Kennedy.

During his presentation, Kennedy urged nursing students to 
get involved in the political process.

“Nurses are playing a critical role in much of the big debates 
about the future of our country,” he said. “Some of the most 
effective voices are coming from nurses who see firsthand the 
effects environmental toxins cause.”

Redefining the Future  
of Global Health & Social Responsibility
Over the next decade, the Center’s goal is to become an 
international model for integrating service-learning and social 
responsibility into school curricula and research programs.  
The Center’s strategic priorities include:
l   Increasing global health nursing research;
l   Expanding student awareness of global health issues;
l   Enhancing the visibility of community partners;
l   Increasing collaborations with academic global health 

programs at Emory and beyond; 
l   Offering at least one global experience for every student.
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GIVE TO THE WORLD  
BY GIVING TO A FUTURE NURSE.  

Today, all health is global. Our increasingly interconnected 
world compels us to care for vulnerable populations. 
With your support, Emory nursing students can continue 
providing care to underserved communities – in Georgia 
and beyond.

To learn more about supporting service-learning, please visit 
nursing.emory/giving or call 404.727.6917.

Help Today. 
Support Service-Learning at emory


